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Prnpftsed A m^^n^lments to the Claims; 

1, (Currently Amended) A service retrieval apparatus which provides a retrieval 
service for retrieving a service provided by a server connected to a network in response to a 
request fiom a client and returning a result of the retrieval, comprising: 

a retrieval unit that sets a retrieval condition according to the request fltom the 
client and performs a first retrieval over the network for at least one of a print service and a 
scan service based upon the set retrieval condition; 

a retrieval result judgment unit that judges whether or not a result of the first 
retrieval satisfies judgment criteria set in advance; and 

a retrieval result output unit that ouQ>uts the result which is judged to satisfy ttie 
j»H^Rn» flritBriaicriteria. wherein 

whoioin when it io judged that the roault of th e fifot rotriovol doeo not s tttiofy th e 
judgment oritorio, thetctrip^nl v^^* r'htm^ thn mtriflvnl condition ondporformo a oeoond 
rotriovol ovc i rAonotwork; and 

when it is judged that a number of one or more services included in the result 
of die first retrieval has not reached a lower limit number set as the judgment criteria, the 
retrieval unit changes ni n , rr . tr>ni,ni mi^HitinTi an area which is to he searched and in which a 
server providinf^ a service is located to be wider to perform the second retrieval and performs 
ihe second retrieva l with roapoot to a now rotriovol range excluding a nmgo for which tho firot 
rotriovol i u puf formed. 

2-6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 1, 
fijither comprising a reply unit that rearranges the result of the retrieval based upon values 
with respect to attribute items included in the retrieval condition, and then returns the result ( 
the retrieval to said client. 
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8. (Cuirently Amended) A plurality of service retrieval apparatuses which 
provide a retrieval service for retrieving a service provided by a server connected to a network 
in response to a request from a client and netuming a result of the retrieval, the system 
comprising: 

a service information database that stores service infonnation including 
address information and installation position information of the server and attribute 
information of at least one of a print service and a scan service provided by the server, 

a service retrieval apparatus database that, when the network is divided into a 
plurality of sub-networks, stores address information and installation position information of 
a service retrieval apparatus with each sub-network included in a retrieval range; 

a retrieval range setting unit tiiat, by retrieving the service retrieval apparatus 
database based upon inputted retrieval conditions, specifics one or more service retrieval 
apparamses conforming to the retrieval conditions and sets sub-networks, which correspond 
to the specified service retrieval apparatuses, as a retrieval range for the request; 

a retrieval unit that executes a first retrieval over the network for a service 
according to the set retrieval range for the request; 

a retrieval result judgment unit that judges whether or not a result of the first 
retrieval satisfies judgment criteria set in advance; and 

a retrieval result output unit that outputs the result which is judged to satisfy 
the judgment €alerift$<?riteria, whffffMn 

whoroin, whon it io judged that the moult of the rotriovol do e o not oatisfy tho 
j iiftgmQ Tit - 45ritoriQ^ tho rotri B val unit chttngQO the retrieval oonditiono and porf ormo o ocwond 
rotriovol over the network; and 

when it is judged that a number of one or more services included in the result 
of the first retrieval does not reach a lower limit number set as the judgment criteria, the 
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retiieval unit changes tho fotrtovol conditiono an area which is to be search e d and in which a 
server providing a service is located t o be wider to perfonn the second retrieval and performs 
the second retrieval v ^ lth roop e ct to a now rDtriovol range oxoluding a range for which the firot 
rotriovol iQ p e rformed. 

9-13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The service retrieval apparatuses according to claim 8, 
further comprising a reply unit that reairanges the result of the retrieval based upon values 
with lespect to attribute items included in the retrieval conditions, and then returns the result 
of the retrieval to said client. 

15. (Previously Presented) A client apparatus which retrieves a service over a 
network provided by a server connected to the network in response to a service retrieval 
request and sends the service retrieval request to a service retrieval iqpparatus providing a 
retrieval service for returning a result of the retrieval, comprising: 

retrieval result receiving means for receiving a retrieval result sent from said 
service retrieval apparatus in response to the service retrieval request; 

selection means for selecting one or more attribute items, magnitudes of which 
can be compared, from attribute items included in retrieval conditions of the service; and 

output means for rearranging a plurality of items of service information 
included in the retrieval result based upon values of the attribute items selected by said 
selection means included in each item of service information to output the service 
information, wherein 

the rearranging is executed when the plurality of items of service information 
exceeds a number set in advance, and 

the service is at least one of a print service and a scan service. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A service retrieval method which retrieves a service 
provided by a server connected to a network in response to a request from a client and returns 
a result of the retrieval, comprising: 

setting a retrieval condition in response to a request of the client; 

perfonning a first retrieval over the network for at least one of a print service 
and a scan service based upon the retrieval condition; 

judging whether or not a result of the first retrieval satisfies judgment criteria 
set in advance; 

returning the result of the retrieval which is judged to satisfy the judgment 
criteria to the client; and 

when it io judg e d that tho rosult of th e rotriovol do e s not QQtiofy lli o jud&mont 
oritoria, ohonging the fctriovol condition to porform a sooond rotrio\^al ovor the network^ and 

when it is judged that a number of one or more services included in the result 
of the first retrieval does not reach a Iowct limit number set as the judgment criteria, changing 
thfl TOtri a vfll condition an area which is to be searched an d in which a server providing a 
service is located_t Q be wider to perform the second retrieva l with roop e ct to a now retri e val 
rang e e xcluding a range for which th e first rotriovol waa porformod , 
17-20- (Canceled) 

21. (Previously Presented) The service retrieval method according to claim 16, 
further comprising rearranging the result of the retrieval with respect to attribute items 
included in the retrieval condition, and returning the rearranged result of the retrieval to the 
client. 

22. (Cuircntly Amended) A service retrieval apparatus which provides a retrieval 
service for retrieving a service provided by a server connected to a network in response to a 
search request from a client and returning a result of the retrieval, comprising: 
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a retrieval unit that sets a retrieval condition with respect to a retrieval range 
according to the search request from the client and performs a first retrieval for at least one of 
a print service and a scan service based upon the set retrieval condition, the retrieval range 
indicating a sub-network of tiie network subjected to the first retrieval; 

a letrieval result judgment unit that judges whether or not a result of the first 
retrieval satisfies judgment criteria set in advance; and 

a retrieval result output unit that outputs the result which is judged to satisfy 
the judgment eateHft icriteria. wherein 

when it io judged that flio rooult of the firot letriovol does not oatiofy tho 
judgmont oritoria, tho retrioval unit chongoo the rotriovol mngo and porforma a oooond 
letriovol over tho noftvork 

when it is iudped that a number of one or more services included in the lesidt 

of the first retrieval has no? reached a low er limit number set as the judgment criteria, tiie 
retrieval unit changes an area which is to be searched and in which a s^er T>rDViding a 
service is located to be wider to perform the second retrieva l and performs the second 
retrieval . 

23. (Previously Presented) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 22, 
wherein; 

if tiie search request from the client includes neither the retrieval range nor a 
retrieval target area, the retrieval unit judges whethar or not a service to be retrieved is a 
service for which a geographical condition is important, and 

if tiic service to be retrieved is the service for which tiie geographical condition 
is judged to be important, the retrieval unit sets an area which is geographic vicinity as the 
retrieval range of the first retrieval. 
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24. (New) Hie service retrieval appaiatus according to claim 22, wherein the 
retrieval unit defines a circle with latitude and longitude coordinates of its own installation 
place as a center and a predetermined value as a radius, and retrieves the service whose 
latitude and longitude coordinates are included inside the circle. 
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